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Excerpted from Churches & Graveyards of the New Jersey Pine Barrens 

by R. Marilyn Schmidt 

 

St. John's Roman Catholic Church and Cemetery 

Center St. and Hybernia Ave. Lakehurst, Ocean County 

pp.52-53 

In the early 1870's--only 30 years after Catholics won 

the right to hold office in New Jersey--a small group of 

Irish immigrants arrived in Lakehurst to work on the 

Raritan and Delaware Bay Railroad for industrialist 

William Torrey.  Torrey hired his workers from the 

British Isles. 

Torrey, a devote Presbyterian, tried to convince his Irish 

workers to convert to his faith.  It didn't work.  Initially 

they held mass in residences from Tuckerton to 

Bricksburg (now Brick Township). 

Torrey was asked by the Irish Catholics to donate land 

for their church.  Although not sympathetic to their religion,  he stated it was probably better than none.  This church 

today is known as "the mother" of all Catholic churches in Ocean County. 

In 1874 the congregation erected a small wooden church.  As the group grew, so did Torrey's respect for the 

Catholics' devotion to their faith. 

St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church in Toms River is a "child" of the Lakehurst Church.  The child eventually 

outgrew the "mother" church.  St. John's then became a mission of the much larger St. Joseph's.  It remained a 

mission until 1969 when the influx of senior citizens to the area aided in its regaining status as a parish. 

In 1973 the increased membership made it necessary to build the new St. John's Church on Chestnut St.  The old 

church closed for two decades, until the historical society acquired it for use as a museum.  Few church artifacts 

remain today. 
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Since 1993 the Lakehurst Historical Society has maintained the church as a borough museum.  The Museum contains 

memorabilia of airships, railroad, fire department, charred Hindenburg items, a 1913 jail cell, baseball uniforms, 

Lakehurst videos, and Pine Tree Inn items. 

The graveyard is the final resting place of some of the area's first Irish Americans and their descendants.  There are 

100 or so graves in the cemetery. 

DIRECTIONS:   From north:  Garden State Parkway Exit 88 to Route 70 west.  At traffic light turn left on Center 

Street.  Church is on the right. 

From South:  Garden State Parkway Exit 82 to Route 37 west.  Continue to Route 70 at circle; turn left at traffic light 

on Center Street.  The Museum is on the right. 

Piney Tales 

By Jim Hankins 

 
Jim reminds us that Phantom of the Pines by James F. McCloy and Ray Miller, Jr is one of twenty books in the 

Ocean County Library system about the Jersey Devil.  Within Phantom of the Pines are recounted over 120 incidents 

of suspicious behavior between 1740 and 1996.  All are attributed to the Jersey Devil. 

 
A lesser known tale about the Jersey Devil occurred in Howell Township: 

 
Billy Dunnkosky, of Howell Township, Monmouth County, performed folk and country and western 

music at Albert Hall, Waretown, NJ, Saturday nights under the stage name of ñBilly Dunnò.  Mr. 

Dunnkosky had at least half a dozen encounters with the Jersey Devil over the period of 1968-70.  At 

the time, Dunnkosky was living along Route 9, seven miles south of Freehold.  Until 1970, these 

incidents consisted of hearing strange sounds like something prowling in the yard.  But then the situation grew more 

serious. 

 
For two or three nights running, something strange was visiting Billy Dunnkoskyôs yard.  He tried to track it with 

several German Shepherds, but the big dogs put their tails between their legs and refused to cooperate.  A frustrated 

Dunnkosky took a spotlight from the front of his house, and, shining the light around, he finally caught the Jersey 

Devil in the beams.  The creature was ñfunny-looking, like a gorilla with big teeth.  It was at least six feet tall and 

covered with hair.ò  Dunnkosky, who claimed he was a good shot, ñshot at it with a .22, but nothing happened!ò  

Dunnkoskyôs brother strung barbed wire on a path they thought the monster would be using.  In the daylight, the 

brothers found the barbed wire broken up like straw and the footprints resembling human feet, but with only three 

toes.  Dunnkosky summed it up by saying, ñIôm pretty sure it was the Jersey Devil.  Thatôs what I say.ò 
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