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Founder’s Day Celebrated in Toms River 

 

The 2010 celebration of  Founder’s Day in Toms River took place on June 5th.  Parade enthusiasts were thrilled to see 

Abraham Lincoln, portrayed by James Hayney, a life member of the National Association of Abraham Lincoln 

Presenters, lead the parade.  Lincoln was followed by the Second Brigade of New Jersey, a local unit of Civil War 

reenactors. 

 

J. Mark Mutter, Township Clerk and Historian of Toms River, as well as Chairman of the Township’s Semi-

Quincentennial Commission, wrote: 

 

 They shall march past the very spotðthe Ocean County 

 Court Houseðwhere 150 years ago, a dust-filled 

 courtyard was crowded with anxious men, women, and 

 children.  A long array of carriages lined Washington 

 Street as patriotic music was played, church bells rang out, 

 and cannons boomed as rallies were held and our local men 

 left their homes and loved ones and joined the Union blue. 

 

Almost 500 Ocean County men would ultimately volunteer 

during the long struggle.  Their names still ring familiar to 

us today:  Applegate, Conover, Havens, Hulse, Irons, 

Kimball. 

 

While no battle was ever fought here, as in places like Gettysburg, and no men ever fell here, our Court 

House groundsðthey, too, are óhallowed grounds.ô 

 

It was here, and other public places throughout the land, that our Nation rallied, the Union was saved, 

freedom and democracy survivedðso, that in Lincolnôs words, our government shall not perish from the 

Earth. 

 

The Ocean Emblem, like others of the day, reported these words delivered at the national cemetery in 

Gettysburg as a óshort address by President Lincoln.ô  We know it as the Gettysburg Addressðand it shall be 

delivered again at this yearôs Founderôs Dayéas history comes to life in Toms River. 

 

 

Sources:  New Jersey: a Mirror on America;  Ocean County: Four Centuries in the Making; The Ocean 

Emblem. Special thanks to James Sudora whose research at the Ocean County Historical Society’s Research 

Center contributed to this article. 

 


