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Presidentôs Message 

 By Hal Unger 
 

As your newly elected president,   I am proud that under 

the leadership of Bob Garthwaite, we have been able to 

turn a failing organization into a vibrant and thriving 

one in just two years. And I am humbled by your faith 

that our new officers and board members, along with 

our continuing board members, will be able to help all 

of you bring the Ocean County Historical Society to 

even greater heights. 

 

 We hope that many more of our 350 

members will join the approximately 60 

active volunteers who are having fun as 

theyôve become more involved.  You can 

choose to participate with other 

volunteers in any of the ten program teams:  Publicity, 

Research Center, Publications, The Scroll Newsletter, 

Acquisitions, Permanent Exhibits, Temporary Exhibits, 

Educational Events, Museum Refurbishing, and 

Museum Garden.  In addition, the following fund-

raising event teams need more volunteers:  Antiques 

and Collectibles Faire, Bus Trips, Victorian Teas, Quilt 

Shows, Train Shows, and Annual Raffle.  You might 

also volunteer as a Docent, to give tours and allow the 

museum to be open to the public more of the time. 

 

Check out the list of upcoming events in every issue of 

The Scroll.  Ask how YOU can help to make these 

events successful.  Invite a friend or two to attend with 

you.  Call the museum office (732-341-1880) any 

weekday between 9:30 and 4:30 or visit us online at 

oceancountyhistory.org.  We would be happy to 

welcome you, as a new member or as a volunteer.  The 

more the merrier! 

Quadricentennial 

By Patricia H. Burke, Curator 

 
September 2009 is the 400th anniversary of the time 

when Henry Hudson sailed the ship ñHalf Moonò along 

the present day New Jersey coast and came upon an 

inlet which we know as ñBarnde-gatò which means 

óinlet with breakersò or ñbreakers inlet.ò  The name 

later changed to ñBarndegatò and then to Barnegat. 

 
First Mate Robert Juet kept a journal on the voyage and 

this is what he wrote about Barnegat Inlet and Barnegat 

Bay: 

 
The course along the land we found to be North-east by North 

from the land which we had first sight of,  until we came to a 

great Lake of water as wee (SIC) could judge it to bee (SIC), 

being downed Land, which made it to rise like Llands (SIC), 

which was in length ten leagues.  The mouth of that Lake hath 

many shoalds, and the Sea breaketh on them as it is cast out of 

the mouth of it. 
 
This was the first step in what would result 

in the settlement of the Dutch colony of 

New Netherland which lasted until 1664 

when the colony was taken by the English.  

But the Dutch had made their imprint upon what the 

English would call the colonies of New Jersey and New 

York.  Dutch families continued to live in New Jersey 

under English rule and migrated to present day Ocean 

County.   Their Dutch names became anglicized.  For 

example, Van Amach became Aumack; Deboogh 

became Debow; Van Berculo became Barkalow; Laen 

became Lane; Couwenhoven became Conover; and 

Holsaert became Hulse or Hulsehart.   

(Quadricentennial continued on Page 7) 



Wanted: 

Items for the Antiques & Collectibles Faire 
 
In August, clean out those items that are in good shape, 

but are cluttering your home, are never used, and are 

under-appreciated!  OCHS will find a new home for 

them via their antiques table and their used books table 

at the Faire.   Everyone is happy!  You have more room, 

someone else has found a treasure, and OCHS has 

earned some money.  Call the 

museum office, 732-341-

1880,  to arrange to donate 

your items.  All donated 

items, except food, must be 

received by August 14, 2009. 

Bathing Suit Cover-Up 

 
In the early 1900ôs the mill pond in New Egypt was a 

popular swimming hole, but it had a dress code that was 

strictly enforced. 

 
Women bathers were advised to be completely covered 

always when walking to and from the beach.  Once they 

arrived at the pond, they were expected to wear, ña long 

dress over full bloomers, stockings, and laced-up canvas 

shoesò. 

 
Men had it a little easier.  They wore bathing trunks that 

covered their knees and long tee shirt type tops. 

 
Bathing outfits may have 

been a bit restricting in 

those days, but that 

didnôt stop those early 

bathers from enjoying a 

refreshing swim in New 

Egyptôs mill pond. 

 
Reprinted from: 

100 Memorable Moments in 

Ocean Countyôs History  

By Lynn Olsen 

Published by Ocean County Historical Society 2000 
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The Good Old Summertime 

In Ocean County! 

 
Thatôs the title of our newest exhibit, currently on 

display in the Pauline S. Miller Room at the Museum.  

Come in and look back at what summertime was like in 

Ocean County in the ñGood Olô Days!ò  Youôll enjoy 

bathing, fishing, and boating, and all of the other 

activities that made Ocean County the home of  summer 

fun! 

 
Many of the artifacts, from 

fishing and clamming gear 

to boating equipment and 

bathing suits, are from the 

OCHS collection.  There 

are other items on loan 

from members and friends.   

A Cathleen Engelsen 

mural shows all of the 

attractions on our world 

famous Seaside Boardwalk, 

and thereôs even a brass ring 

from the carousel!  Each 

item in the exhibit will make 

you smile and remember a 

time when life at the Jersey 

Shore moved at a slower 

pace. 

 
This exhibit, presented by 

the OCHS Exhibit 

Committee, will be in place until September 11, 2009.  

Itôs a must-see for all who enjoy life in Ocean County! 

Onï Line Feature 

 

This editionôs on-line exclusive will be an excerpt from 

ñThe Diaries of Adelia Gobelò.  To view this feature go 

to: www.oceancountyhistory.org  and click on Society 

Scroll On-Line at the left side of the page.  Next click on  

August 2009 on-Line Extra. 



Antique & Vintage Purses 
 

As part of our exhibit, Antique & 

Vintage Purses & Accessories,  

OCHS was proud to present a 

program entitled Antique & 

Vintage Purses, by noted collector 

Kate Butler of Pemberton, NJ.  

This informative, interesting and 

entertaining presentation took place 

on June 11, 2009.   

 
More than 50 people 

viewed and enjoyed Kateôs 

examples of purses from 

the 1800ôs through the 

1960ôs with a special 

emphasis on the Victorian 

thru the Art Deco period.   

At the end of the program Kate was kind enough to 

appraise purses that our guests brought from their own 

collections.  Everyone at OCHS would like to thank Kate  

Butler for her delightful presentation! 

Upcoming Events 

 

ñThe Good Old Summertime in Ocean Countyò  

é.  Exhibit continues until Friday, September 11, 2009 

 

OCHS Board Meeting In the Birdsall Room,7:00 PM 

ééééé.ééé..éé  Monday, August 3, 2009 

 

Spirit of Philadelphia Big Band Luncheon Cruise 

final payment dueéé  Wednesday, August 12, 2009 

 

Morning At The Museum.. 10:00 AM 

All Welcomeééé.  Wednesday, August 19, 2009 

 

OCHS Olde Time Antiques & Collectibles Faire 

9:00 AM~4:00 PM 

éééé.ééé.  Saturday, September 5, 2009 

 

Museum Open... First Saturday  1:00 PM-4:00 PM  

éééééééé.Saturday, September 5, 2009 

 

Spirit of Philadelphia Big Band Luncheon Cruise  

departs OCHS museum at 9:30 AM  éééé.. 

éééééééé  Thursday, September 10, 2009 

 

OCHS Board Meeting In the Birdsall Room, 7:00 PM 

ééééé.éééé  Monday, September 14, 2009 

 

Morning At The Museum.. 10:00 AM 

All Welcomeé.éé  Wednesday, September 16, 2009 

 

Exhibit opens - ñGone But Not Forgotten: 

Rituals of Death and Mourningò    

Monday, September 21 to Friday, 

November 13, 2009  

The October program date will be posted 

in the Museum. 

 

Museum and Research Center Open... First Saturday 

éé.é 1:00 PM-4:00 PM  Saturday, October 3, 2009 

 

OCHS Board Meeting In the Birdsall Room, 7:00 PM 

ééééééééééé  Monday, October 5, 2009 

 

Morning At The Museum.. 10:00 AM 

All Welcomeéé..é  Wednesday, October 21, 2009 
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The Society Scroll Staff 
 

Barbara Reusch, editor, Ora Parks, Frank Parks 

Plan Ahead for the Quilt Show in November 
 

Itôs not too soon to decide 

which quilts youôd like to share 

in the upcoming Quilt Show.  

Quilts made in the USA are de-

sired and we need help with set-

ting up the display in all the 

rooms of our museum.  Volun-

teers are also needed to monitor each room and its quilts, 

as well as sell items in our popular boutique.  This is an 

exciting time for Ocean County residents as they view 

the quilts of individual collectors that are on loan, as 

well as the quilts from OCHSôs own collection.  Work-

ing ñbehind the scenesò to produce this extravaganza of 

colors and fabrics is richly rewarding!  Contact  Mary 

Lou Unger at the museum office, 732-341-1880. 

Volunteers Are always welcome!  



An 1879 Weekend 

By Mahala Landrum 

 
The account which constitutes the major portion of this 

article was first published in the Hightstown Independent 

and was later reprinted by the Ocean County Courier, 

August 19,  1879.  I have provided a brief introduction. 

 
Weôve often heard of Forked Riverôs popularity in the 

nineteenth century as a sportsmen resort, and we often 

see mention of the Lafayette House (opened 1857) as 

one of its central features.  Gustav Kobbeôs The Jersey 

Coast and Pines, published in 1889, declares that 

ñForked River undoubtedly owes much of its reputation 

among sportsmen to 

the fame of its 

comfortable, old-

fashioned sporting 

house, the Lafayette, 

which for many years 

has been kept by old 

Sheriff Parker.ò 

 
The hotel was located 

opposite what is now 

the Marina.  Kobbe 

wrote that it ñis 

picturesquely situated 

on the most northerly 

of the three branches which 

gives Forked River its name.  On the south bank of this 

branch is one of those beautiful stretches of dark cedar 

swamp which adds so much to the attractiveness of the 

scenes in this section of the coast.ò  In Kobbeôs day, and 

well into the twentieth century, the cedar swamp below 

the bridge (then locally called ñthe crossingò) was indeed 

beautiful.  The trees were so tall and thick that in places 

the high boughs swept over the road and covered it 

completely. 

 
Joseph Parkerðalways referred to as ñSheriffò even 

years after he served as our countyôs first sheriffðwas 

the well-known host of the Lafayette House and we 

often find pleasant references to him and the hotel.  But 

itôs rare to come across first-hand accounts of the 

Lafayetteôs guests, so the following article gives us a 

happy picture of a sportsmanôs weekend.  The 

ñubiquitous Asayò is Frank Asay, a Waretown native, 

who was the nephew of the Sheriffôs wife, Elizabeth 

Predmore Parker.  The four gentlemen from Hightstown 

arrived by train (ñthe carsò) and were met by Asay, 

driving the hotelôs horse-drawn jitney.  Kobbe explains 

that ña free stage is run from the railroad station to the 

house, and from the house to the landing.ò 

 
On the bay the fishermen were captained by Capt. 

Furman Matthews, ña 

first-class sailor.ò  

There were of course 

no power boats.  

Matthews lived in 

Cedar Creek (Lanoka 

Harbor).  He had spent 

many years as captain 

of a schooner, trading 

along the coast. 

 **********  

A party of four 

gentlemen took the 

cars for Forked River 

on Thursday afternoon 

and arrived there in 

good time that evening being met by the ubiquitous 

Asay, who as usual had that beautiful smile on his 

countenance.  Soon they were at Sheriff Parkerôs, the old 

gentleman glad to see them not withstanding he was put 

on his beam ends to furnish accommodations.  His house 

was filled from top to bottom, but by doubling up fair 

quarters were provided and the hungry travelers sat 

down to one of the Sheriffôs notably fine suppers, which 

sensibly showed their presence in a short time.  

Arrangements were soon made with Captain Furm 

Matthews to give them his services during their stay, for 

the purpose of catching weak fish  

4 

Lafayette House, corner of Main St. (Rt. 9) and Mill St.  Hotel was established by Ocean Countyôs 

first sheriff,  Joseph Parker in 1857.  Mahala Landrum was a descendent of Sheriff Parker.  
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New Jersey Courier, July 16, 1879 

in the bay, and they soon hied themselves to bed. 

 
Up next morning bright and early, the Judge soon had 

everything necessary for the trip prepared, and off they 

started for the boat.  With a fair wind she soon reached 

the bay, and after gathering baits, poles were adjusted 

and the pleasure of hauling in weak fish commenced for 

fair.  Monroe and Judge seemed to have a charm about 

their hooks and drew the beauties in quite rapidly, while 

Captain was not far behind them.  After catching about 

ninety, sail was spread, anchor lifted and a visit was paid 

the ñNovelty,ò the floating hotel that is anchored 

midway between Barnegat and the Inlet.  This is a well 

arranged affair, having sleeping accommodations for 

more than fifty persons, two stories in height, with a 

verandah all around the second story.  There were, 

however, but two persons stopping there at the time, but 

it is said that it had been well patronized earlier in the 

season. 

pleasant sail back and up the river brought the party to 

the landing, well satisfied with their dayôs sport.  The 

fish were iced and next morning sent to this town for dis-

tribution.  On Saturday a more successful day was had, 

the fish biting more rapidlyé.After dinner the boat went 

over to the barb ground, where a few of that kind were 

caught, and then back again for one of those rare sup-

pers. 

 
The next day being Sunday, instead of fishing, an Egyp-

tian is induced to accompany them, and the party set sail 

for Beach Haven, the new summer resort  

opposite Tuckerton, arriving there, after a short stop at 

Harvey Cedars, about 2 p.m., where at the Beach Haven 

House they met Col. Smith, who kindly welcomed them.  

This resort has three large, finely conducted hotels and 

about twenty cottages, and more being built.  It has a 

fine beach and in a short time will take high rank as a 

place for summering as it has a good location and is 

easily accessible to Philadelphia.  After spending about 

one hour there the party departed on their return and had 

a good wind, though ahead, until the Light was reached, 

when all at once the breeze snuffed out and Capt. Furm 

was constrained to use the pole.  About 9 p.m. the dock 

was reached and a short stretch soon brought them to the 

Lafayette, well pleased with their dayôs excursion.  On 

Monday morning the train was taken and Hightstown 

saw them at 9:36 a.m. 

 
Sheriff Joe, one of the best landlords along the shore, 

always attentive to the wants of his guests, square and 

upright in every transaction; Asay, his right bower, 

everywhere in a minute, with the patience of Job; Capt. 

Furm Matthews, a first-class sailor and a gentleman 

under all circumstances, will accept the thanks of the 

whole party individually and collectively, for their 

uniform kindness and courtesy.  To forget them and 

Forked River, with its fine hostelry, and many 

gentlemen, there met, is almost an impossibility, and 

when the weather gets cooler and blue fish begin to run, 

the same party will put in another appearance. 
 

 (Reprinted with the permission of Mahala Landrum before she 

passed away on May 21, 2009.) 
 

************************  

Mahala Briggs Landrum, 86, of Forked River, died 

Thursday, May 21, 2009, at Community Medical Center, 

Toms River. Mahala was born in Forked River and lived in 

New York for one year and Dayton, Ohio for three years. 

She attended the College of William and Mary, did 

graduate work at Bucknell University, and worked for 

Rutgers University for many years as an English professor. 

She also was in the U.S. Navy serving in World War II 

with the Signal Corps.  



And The Winner Isé 

 
On June 6, 2009 the 

people of Toms River 

celebrated the founding 

of Dover Township, 

currently Toms River 

Township, with the 

parade, music, food, and 

fun that always 

accompany this annual 

event.  Each year an 

award is presented to the 

organization whose booth best represents the theme of 

Founders Day.  The 2009 theme was ñThe Good Life ï 

Celebrate NJ 400 Yearsò.    We are proud to announce 

that the Ocean County Historical Society booth was 

awarded first place!  Our thanks go to OCHS member 

Mary Ellen Hudson for planning and creating the 

decorations that brought us the Blue Ribbon! 

Spirit of Philadelphia Big Band Luncheon Cruise 

 
The Ocean County Historical Society is excited to offer 

a delightful sail down the river to the swinging sounds of 

Big Band music and a chance to savor a sumptuous 

buffet on Thursday, September 10, 2009!  Enjoy lively 

entertainment, a DJ emcee, a narrated tour of the historic 

Philadelphia waterfront, and free time in the historic 

district. 

 
The bus will depart from Ocean 

County Historical Society Museum at 

9:30 AM and return to the Museum at 

about 5:30 PM.  After lunch you will 

have approximately 1 ½ hours of free 

time in the Philadelphia Historic 

District.  It is within easy walking distance of the Liberty 

Bell, Independence Hall, other historic attractions, and 

the Bourse. 

 
All of the above and gratuities are included for a cost of 

$82 for members and $87 for non-members. 

 
If you have any questions, you may contact Ron Janesko 

at (732) 255-4359 or George Tomkowich at (732) 244-

6613 or email ronjj2@comcast.net or 

gtomkowich@comcast.net . 

 

To reserve your spot, please complete the form below 

and return with full payment by August 12, 2009.  Make 

checks payable to Ocean County Historical Society and 

mail to Ronald Janesko, 40 Silver Bay Road, Toms 

River, NJ 08753. 

éééééééééééééééééééééé 

Name(s) ______________________________________ 

Phone #_______________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

#Attending _____ Check:  Member ____  

Non-Member ____  Enclosed $_____________ 

 

E-Mail: _______________________________________ 
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Mary Ellen Hudson proudly displays the 

First Place Awards. 

The Scroll Is A Winner!  

 

Each year the League of Historical 

Societies of New Jersey presents 

publication awards to local societies 

for works they have produced 

throughout the year.  We are proud 

to announce that The Society Scroll 

has been awarded third place in the 

newsletter category for 2008. 

Volunteer Coordinator 
 

In July 2009 Jean Laverty became the OCHS 

Volunteer Coordinator.  It will be Jeanôs 

responsibility to contact volunteers and 

coordinate their efforts whenever an activity 

or event is planned at the Museum.  In order to be a 

successful volunteer coordinator Jean must have a long 

list of volunteers from which to choose!  Please contact 

her at our office by calling 732 341-1880 if you can be 

available to help in any way.  The success of Society 

events depends upon all of us.  Call Jean now! 

mailto:ronjj2@comcast.net
mailto:gtomkowich@comcast.net


Piney Tales 

By Jim Hankins 

 
Many times while searching for a particular item in a 

book, one will find something quite different.  Often 

times what one finds is a better match to what was 

wanted than the original thought.  So it was with the 

following tale. 

 
The following was borrowed from Salterôs History of 

Monmouth and Ocean Counties, NJ by Edwin Salter.  

Published in 1890. 

 
Forest Fires 

 
Fires have been so frequent in the extensive forests of 

Ocean County, that it is a hopeless task to attempt to 

enumerate them or describe in detail the exciting scenes 

they have occasioned.  Often thousands of acres are 

swept over and tens of thousands of dollars worth of 

timber are burned in a very short time.  With a high 

wind, the roar of the fire in the woods, the flames 

leaping from tree-top to tree-top and running along the 

dried leaves and bushes on the ground make an appalling 

scene never to be forgotten; and the exciting work of 

fighting fire, with the flames often leaping over their 

heads or on the ground escaping and surrounding them, 

is too familiar to our old citizens to need describing. 

 
About fifty years ago, a fire 

broke out in the woods 

between Oyster Creek and 

Forked River, and many 

persons from Waretown and 

Forked River endeavored to 

subdue it.  A sudden shift and increase of the wind 

brought the flames down with such rapidity upon the 

men that they had to run for their lives toward the 

nearest body of water, which happened to be the old 

Frank Cornelius mill pond on Forked River; but one man 

named George Collins of Waretown, missed the right 

road and was overtaken by the flames and burned to 

death.  His shoes were left to mark the spot where he 

was burned, for twenty or thirty years after. 

 
The forest fire season is here again.  The following was 

borrowed from Smokey the Bear, ñRemember only you 

can prevent forest firesò. 
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The cultural impact of the Dutch is still with us today 

although it isnôt always obvious.  For example, in 1766 

the Dutch Reformed Church secured the charter for 

Queens College to train young men for the ministry.  

Queens College eventually evolved into Rutgers 

University.  There are still some fine examples of 

colonial Dutch architecture  New Jersey and cooks are 

still using the Dutch oven for making delicious meals.  

For information about upcoming events celebrating 

Henry Hudsonôs 1609 voyage go to 

www.hollandsociety.com 

(Quadricentennial continued from  Page 1) 

Toms River Festivals '09 

 
Saturday, July 18th  was a day of celebration in 

downtown Toms River!  Visitors could view beautiful 

boats, both real and remote-controlled models, and 

pirates strolling through Huddy Park as part of the 

Wooden Boat Festival.  All kinds of foods plus ice 

cream galore, games, and vendors completed the 

carnival atmosphere of the Ice Cream Festival on 

Washington St.   

 
July 18th was also the day of 

our Open House at the OCHS 

Museum.  Many of the 

festival guests visited us at 

the Museum for a tour of the 

Pierson-Sculthorp House and 

for research in the Strickler 

Research Center.  Smiles 

abounded as our guests 

enjoyed our current exhibit, 

"The Good Old Summertime in Ocean County."  It was 

another great afternoon for Toms River and for OCHS. 

Have you Volunteered yet?  

OCHS Needs you!  

Volunteers Gale Groesch (L) and Donna Davis 

(R)  with a friend at our ñGood Old 

Summertimeò exhibit. 

http://www.hollandsociety.com/


 

Old Time Antiques & Collectibles Faire on September 5 th  

 

 Bring your family and friends!  The 23 rd  Annual Antiques & Collectibles Fair  

promises to be one of the most exciting events of the year, rain or shine, at the  

Ocean County Parking Garage between Hooper & Madison Avenues  

 in downtown Toms River  

9:00 AM to 4:00 PM  

 

Antiques & collectibles vendors  

American Indian Demonstration  

Crafts people:  Decoy carver, spinner, basket weaver  

Antique cars and antique engines  

OCHS -sponsored antiques table and used books table  

OCHS -sponsored baked goods and fruit cup tables  

Three appraisers, charging $5.00 for each appraisal  

Delicious breakfast sandwiches, hamburgers, and more provided by Not Just Bagels  

Ocean County Historical Society Museum tours  

50 -50 raffle  

 

 Thank you in advance for volunteering to work at the Faire;  

to donate your baked goods & fruits, your used books and antiques;  

 to buy 50 -50 chances; and for telling your neighbors about the great fun in store!  

Ocean County Historical Society 

26 Hadley Avenue 

Toms River, NJ  08753 
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